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The Prompter. 





There is a Mevium, which, when Fudgment finds, 
It keeps out Error; and dire&ts our Minds. 


Hor. 
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Jo the AUTHOR of the PROMPTER. 


»AVING obferv’d, tho’ 





“ A you give us too, little Poc- 
« try, that you are careful 
«“ oa in the Choice of it, I have 
’ 6S 2, | HEESY conceiv'd an Ambition to 
c Ow ay), become your Correfpon- 
&¢ SATIS io dent. ---- Pleafe to know 
«RY angela IA then, and to believe, ---- 
« REARFORLA (for, I affure you I am 


© ferious) that a certain fize Lady of my Acquain- 
“ tance, who takes in the Prompter, is fo immo- 
“ derately given to Jaugh, at whatever is faid, in 
“ her Company (having beentold fhe has a Face, 
« very happily formed tor becoming that Difpofition 
“ of the Mufcles) that I had the Mortification to 
“ meet with no other Reward, the next Time I 
“ came into her Prefence, after having fworn, I 
“ aas DYING for her, inthe beft Copy of Veries, 
“ Tever made in my Lite. 

“ THE good Opinion fhe has of your Paper, may 
“ poffibly procure better Succefs, toa fecond Ar- 
“tempt, the fame Way: which [ dare not think 
“ of fending her, by any of/er Conveyance; {o, 
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“ your own Space; and add to the Satisfaction of 
** your Readers. 

“I perceive, by the publick Report, that an 
Englifh Tranflation of Voltaire’s Zara, is in Re 
hearfal, at one of the Theatres: And, as I hap- 
pen’dto be at Paris, when this fortunaze Tragedy 
was firft brought on, where, for two or three 
Months together, it madea whimfical Contrafte, 
in the gay, and fad, French Faces, fetting the mott 
volatile Spirits, of that Country, a Whimpering ! 
I waited for its appearing in Print, with the 
utmoft Impatience , neither relifhing, nor under- 
{tanding, the Air's, or Accents, of French Players : 
and, therefore, wond’ring, not a little, at the 
Faces, which were, every Night, made, round me. 

“ WHEN I had procured a printed Copy, and 
weigh’d the Influence, and Reputation, of the 
Play, againft an Objection I was willing to make, 
concerning a Conduct, which, to me, appear’d 
unjuftifable, my Modefty gave way to the pub- 
lick Run of Opinion; andI forbore to difpute 
the Taffe, of a Country, wherein (tho’ a Stran- 
ger) I met with univerfal Civility. 

“‘ Bur, now, upon Revival of the Noife ot this 
Tragedy, here, in London, I have Hopes you will 
pardon me, if I delire you to give me your im- 
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 fhall take it as a Favour, if you will lend me “ partial Decifion, upon a Reflexion or two, I 
“ your Furtherance. “ jhall offer to your ‘T’houghts ; --- not out of any 
“* Purpofe to detract from the Merit of Voltaire’: 





To a LADY, who laugh’dather Lover, for “ but, with View to be fatisfied, whether His Judge- 
Dyina, in a Copy of Verfes. “ment, or Mine, will fall in with that, of the 
“ Pyompter. 


¥ AND; why, fair Trifler, /bou'd your meaning Eye 

- Smile, with Contempt, at thofe foft Words, 
¢ —~ I die? 

“ Twixt Love,'and Death, but one {mall Diffrence 
“ lies: : 

© The Soul, in Both, from its own Bod li. 

“ In Death, ’tis gane --- like Smoke, diffolv’din Air, 

“ Loft, in its Flight, the Lofer kn@ws not where. 

“ In Love, we TRACE it, --- with fuch willing Pain, 

“ "Twere, to die, twice, to take it, back again. 


“ T will wait on her, the very Day, that you 
“ publifh thefe Verfes: and, if I am fo happy, as 
“ to feeher look grave, at my Entrance, the next 
“ Attempt, of my Mule fhall be, An Ope, in 
“ Praife of the PROMPTER ; from his 

Oblig’d humble Servant, 
R—p P.-s. 


To the PROMPTER, at Mr. Cooper's ix 
Pater- Noiter-Row. 


SIR, 
* OUR Effays, on the Stage, andon 4¢fion, 
v1 are fo mew, and inftrudfive, that they merit, 


“ T confefs, the good Reception they meet with 
© from the Publick: But, for my part, [ cou'd 
c with, you wou’d rake into your C ritical Plan, 
© not only Players, bit Pi.ays. It wou'd enlarge 
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iff. “ I confider it, as an unpardonable Violation 
of Probability, that, in Oppofition to the Maxims 
of Turkey, apULTAN fhou’dcondefcend to marry 
at all: much lefs would he marry a Slave, anda 
“ Chriftian ! --- This is fo manifeft an Error, in the 
“* Author, that he has, fince, had the Modefty to 
“ confe/s it, himfelf: by making CriricisM in- 
“ form him, (in his TEMPLE of TasTE) That be 
“ ought to have given his Brutus MORE PLor: 
“ and his ZatRe a greater Share of PROBABI- 
© gaew. 

2dly, “ I object againft the Murder of a Woman, 
“ (and a Mistress) by the Hand of a Monarch, 
“« (her Lover) --- as a Breach, of Politene/s, Hw. 
“° manity, and the Laws, even of Nature, and Rea. 
© fon. -- And, to This, (without the Author’s Con. 
ceffion) all Mankind will agree: from the Mo. 
“ tives, of Pity, of Love, and of Tendernef;. 

“ Ir, then, there are Errors, fo srafi, and u7- 
“ pardonable, why tuch Fame, and Applaufe, as this 
“¢ ‘Tragedy continues to meet with? —— I thou’d 
© be glad, when you have Room, in your Paper, 
to be favour’d with your Rea/ons, as well as your 
Sentiments, if you chance to think differently. 

Your conftant Reader, 
FREE-T HINKER. 
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THER: is fomething, in National Prejudices 
and Partialities, very Narrow, and Ungenerous. 
o——— And, to except perintt Excellence, becaute 
not of Domeftic Growth, is a Cuftom too Cém- 
mon, as well as too Scandalous. --~ But, the Camdor 
with which the Writer of this Letter delivers his 
Objections, gives them a Ree to be confider’d, fo 
favourably, Tai I was forc’d to read over the French 
Play they relate to, two or three Times, very at- 
tentively, to fupport my own Notions, againft Ar- 
guments, fo rational. | 

In doing This, I difcover’d, on Monfieur Vol- 
tairé’s Side of the Queftion, that the Su/taz, in his 
Tragedy, is No 'TurkK, but a SARACEN: and, in 
this fingle Diftinction, the Gentleman’s 1// Ob- 
jection falls to the Ground. ---Since the Arabians 
ever were, and ftill continue, a People, of fo dif- 
ferent a Genius, from that Gloomy Difpofition pe- 
culiar to the Mahometans, of the Ottoman Race, 
that Spain owes her Turn to Romance, and her 
Exceffes of amorous Gallantry, to the Spirit, in- 
fus'd, by her Mixture, with thofe Saracens, by 
whom fhe was conquer’d. 7 

As to the 2d Objection, It is fuperficially plau- 
fible: Yet, unjuft, at the Bottom. — TheDelicacy, 
Force, Compafs, and Beauty, of this Frexch Poet's 
Genius, having, to an incredible Degree, difplay’d 
itfelf, in fo preparing, and inflaming, the Incidents, 
wherein-the Su/tan’s#PRovocaTION confifts; and 
whereon depends the APPEARANCE Of a Guilt, too, 
clear to be queftion’d, that tho’ Zara dies innocent, 
He, who MURDERs her, compells, the Pity, and 
even Approbation, of the very LapiEs themfelves, 
who weep for her. 

I muft remark, too, by way of Appendix, to my 
Note, on the Gentleman’s iff Objection --- that 
even had Oro/man been a Turk, (inftead of an Ara- 
bian) yet, the Marriage, of SoLIMAN the Magui- 
ficent, with RoxoLaNna, both a Slave, and a 
Chriftian, — have juftified the Author of Zara, 
againft the Pretence of having violated the Rules 
of Probability. . 

Tus cannot, therefore, have been the Point, 
which Monfieur de Voltaire gave up in his Temple 
of Tafte. ---1 am, rather, inclin’d to charge his 
Senfe of too improbable a Strain, to That Incident, 
of the Cross, by which old Lufignan difcovers 
that Zara was his Daughter: and, upon which 
Circumftance alone, turns the following Diftre/;, 
of the Tragedy. --- For, as Zara is reprefent a as 
One, among a Number, of S/aves, and no way 
diftinguifh’d from the Reft, till, by Effect of the 
Sultan’s Efteem, after a great Length of Years, 
paft in Mifery ;--- It becomes an Incredible Suppo- 
fition, that fhe fhou’d not have been plunder'd of 
That Cro/s: but kept Poffeffion of it, under all the 
Dependance of S/avery, from her Infancy to her 
Age, of near Twenty. 

But, Thefe are Specks, in the SUN, when com 
par'd with the Merit of the Tragedy. And, if it 
might fot be in Danger of paffing for an Inftance 
of That narrow National Partiality, which I con- 
demn’d, in the Beginning of my Paper, 1 fhou’d 
fay much, of the Delight I feel, in having difco- 
ver'd upon reading this Play, that Its Author has 
been nobly warming himfelf, at the Fire, of our 
Englifh OTHELLO : allowing him the Juftice, how- 
ever, to have preferv’d all the Glowing and the 
> haga and IMPROV’D all the Soft, and the Ami- 
able. 

To demonftrate, that M. de Voltaire deferves to 
be confider’d with Favour, by Englifbmen, | need 


only tranflate the Beginning of his Profe Dedication 
of Zara, to Sir Everard Faulkeuer, our Country. 
man. 

“ You, (feys #e) my Dear Friend, are an Eng. 
 lifbman: and I was born, in France. But, the 
“ Lovers of Learning are, All, Fellow-Citizens.” 

“I prefent You this Tragedy, as, to my Country. 
man, of the Letter’d World, and chufe rather to 
“¢ difcourfe, of Polite Learning, with an Engii/p. 
“ man, than Another, becaufe of That unlimited 
“ Freedom of Thought, which you communicate 
“ to my Spirit.” 

“ Ir the Gentlemen, of Exgland, will allow but 

“ the French to treat of Love, with moft Del}. 
“* cacy, there are Other, Great, Things, in Recom. 
“ pence, Which we muit permit You to teach us, 
“* It was from the English Stage, I firft learnt the 
“* Boldnefs to introduce into the Sceme, the Ancient 
“ Kings of my own Country. From this Novelty 
“ may, hereafter, arife Good Confequences: for 
“ as long as we continue, in France, to give Pro. 
tection to Learning, we cannot want Strong 
Writers. ——— Nature forms, in all Ages, and 
Countries, Men, of Genius, in all Kinds.---To 
make ’em appear, call em out, by Excourage. 
ment. 
HavinG mention’d this Profe Dedication of 
Zara, | will give my Readers the Entertainment 
of Another, in VERsE, which the warm, and com- 
mendable Gratitude of this Author, induc’d him 
toaddrefs, to Mademoifelle Gosstn, a New AGre/;, 
who reprefented the Character of Zara, with 
aftonifhing Propriety.---And, I, the rather, take No- 
tice of this Circumftance, becaufe, having obferv’d, 
in the News Papers, that Mrs. Cibber is to appear, 
fer the Firft Time, as an Are/s, in the Exgli/h 
ZARA, I gather Hope, from the Omen, that the 
Confequence, may, in ovr Country, prove as fa- 
vourable to. the Lady, as it is plain, by thefe Verfes 
It fell out to be, in Another. 
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From M. de VoLTAIRE, to Mademoifelle 
G OssIN. 


I. 
Eceive this Tragedy ; --- for, ’tis your Due; 
Receive thefe Scenes,by weeping Thoufands prais’d: 
Protec your ZARA‘ for, fhe liv’d, by You! 
Whofe Action tir’d her, and whofe Influence rais‘d. 


2. 
What, but your Eyes, thofe Eyes, fofull of Charms ! 
What, but your Voice, that Voice, that ftrikes the 
Soul ! 
Suatch'd from the Critic his offenfive Arms, 
And taught Delight, ILL-NATURE fo controul? 


3. 
Iilufion, Empress of the manag’d Heart, 
Enroll’d, your Follower, in your Train appears: 
Moves, in your Pathions, /hines in every Part ; 
And forces an Applaufle, from fpeaking'Tears ! 


4. 
The God of Verle, forfaken, and unknown, 
Found, in your Voice, that Mustck’s Pow’r might 
warm: 
The God of Love, who knew you, for his Own, 
Borrow'dyourR Looks, and learnt, once more, to 
charm. 


&c. &c. 





Printed for T. CooPeER, at the Globe in Pater-nofver Row : 
taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 


Where Letters to the AUTHOR are 
| Price Two-Pence. ] 








